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Group seeks a master
plan for area near Arsht

» Developer Armando Codina is heading an effort to
integrate development plans for the area surrounding the
downtown Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts.

BY ELAINE WALKER
ewalker@MiamiHerald com

As the area surrounding the
Adrienne Arsht Center for the Per-
forming Arts braces for the poten-
tial arrival of a $3 billion destina-
tion resort casino, four prominent
Miami civic leaders are flashing a
yellow light of caution.

Developer Armando Codina,
former Miami Mayor Manny Diaz
and Arsht Center leaders Michael
Eidson and Parker Thomson aim
to ensure that Resorts World Mi-
ami or any other development
complements the existing cultural
arts facilities. On their team is star
architect Cesar Pelli.

The Town Square Neighbor-
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hood Development Corporation, a
nonprofit, independent company,
has been in the works for a year -
long before Malaysian casino firm
Genting Group bought land cur-
rently occupied by The Miami
Herald in May. But Genting's un-
veiling last week of plans for a
massive destination resort on the
site served as a dramatic reminder
of challenges that include traffic,
parking and construction
logistics.

‘Genting’s plans include four ho-
tels with 5,200 rooms, two residen-
tial towers with 1,000 units, a casi-
no, convention center, more than

*TURN TO DISTRICT, 2A

GRM TS CROUP
ARTIST'S VIEW: A rendering shows what a resort built on Miami Herald property in Miami
might look lie. The Genting Group plans to build Resorts Waorld Miami on the site.
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Civic leaders seek master
plan for Arsht Center area

*DIETRICT, FROM 1A

20 restnurants and bars, phl:. i@
haxury retail shopping mall The
casino would require 8 change in
state b

“The Genting announcement
really puts an exclamation point
on why we nesd to pay attention
to the neighborhood,” said Codi-
na, chairman of Codina Partners,
who serves gs the chairman of
the Town Square group. “Our job
15 by mraake sure we are the squei-
ky wheel and make sure there s
compatibility.

“The balance of the meighbor-
hood needs to be done in a way
that's respectiul towhat's already
F"'LT* on thers, Wi want o See g
more livable districl. We want
restanrants. We noed to have
dedicated parking, We need the
whaole surrounding area to come
:J:mu
up's ﬁ.r:.l TR brl.'nq.

E}Jﬂﬂl whes deslgred the
.I'I.l!nh[ Center, to creabe @ master
plam for the entire district. Pelli's
hiring was made possible
through a $300,000 prant Toen
Square received kst week from
ArtPlace, a federal initiative
aimed at revitalizing wrban citics
by using the arts to spur econom-
i¢ development. The Knight
Foundation is one of ArtPlace’s
SUpporiers,

The poal b a vishon integeating
all area development, including
the Museum Park under con-
struction along Biscayne Bay just
sourth of 1-395, a mixed-use proj-
ect ot 1400 Blacayne Center by
Espacio USA and Genting's pro-
posed resort. The group’s master
plan currently has no definttive
boundaries and could encom-
pass Wymaood, Midtown Miami
and the warehouse district west
of the Arsht Center, where Gent-

ing has purchased additional
land for employee parking.

“I's about making sure all de-
velopment will be positive for
the neighborhood,” said Eidson,
an attorney, who serves as chair
of the Arsht Center’s Board of [¥-
reciors.  “The
Arsht  Center
cannot be shut
down when
they're building
anything over
hers, We have o
be imvolved in the
plan”

Genting exec-
utives said they weloonse the op-
portunity to work with Miami
civic leaders as their 30-acre
master plan moves forward for
Resorts World Miami. In addi-
tion to the Hemmld's 139-acre site,
Genting last week gained control
over the mortgage on the Omni
Center and plams to integrate that
into the master plan. The news-
paiper has the option to remain in
its current buoilding rent-free for
W years,

“Connectivity with the down-
town Miami neighborhood is a
top priosiny” Jessica Hoppe, pen-
eral counsel for Resorts World,
said in a statement. “As our plan-
ning process advances and we
morve closer to brealdng ground,
we will contimee to engape the ar-
en's muajor stakeholders, imelud-
ing the Adrienne Arsht Center.
ﬁur al §s to ensure Resorts

Miami complements the
sum:lundmg neighborhood and
activates the City's waterfront,
providing an important Hnk bes
mween downtown's major
attmcthons.”™

Genting's plans Include a
S0-foot wide baywalk, designed
to connect the entire length of
Miamis waterfront from Marga-

ret Face Park (north of the Herald
site) south to the Miami River.

1 development is ihrqqmled
properly, the Town Square group
hopes the Arsht Center can cre-
ate the same type of revitaliza-
tion in Mismi that Lincoln Cen-
ter did in New York City, The first
ook at Pelli's ldeas s expected o
comse in the next couple months.

“There is a tremendous
tial to build on what's already
here.* Dise said. “We can't rest on.
our laurels, The city has to con-
tinue o expand and grow and be-
oome a real urban cenfer™

But the way Codina sees i, the
infrastructure in downtown Mi-
ami is already maxed oot. IfGent-
ing or anyone obse pets approval
to bulld a destination resort in
the area, Coding sees a potential
for disaster.

“Tf yous gt @ Heeat game now,
it's damn near gridiock,” Codina
said. “If youn the mumber of
visltors, jobs and vendors theyre
kg absout, there is o way that
you would be able to move in
duwnl!l:mn. ThE ;“.FF"I.'“ ructure
needs of that area have to be put
in concurrently with any
development *

‘While Coding has previcushy

efforts to legalize gam-

h ing in Florida, he says this
group is not designed as awehicle
to campaign against Genting's
plans for & destination resort ca-
sinn, On a broader level, Coding
believes politicians need to cop-
shder the impact casinos have in
mast markets.

“Casimos tend to be very self-
Ish they want yoa to spend mon-
ey in the casing” Codina said.
“Things don't necessarily floswr-
ish in the shadow of casinos,
That's a [act whan you look at Af-
lantic City or other cities where
they exist,”
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